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ABSTRACT: To obtain adsorbents with high As(V) removal capacity and quick magnetic separation simultaneously, we have
fabricated maghemite (γ-Fe2O3) and magnetite (Fe3O4) chestnutlike hierarchical nanostructures (CHNs) with strong
ferromagnetic property by annealing the Fe2O3 chestnutlike amorphous core/γ-phase shell hierarchical nanoarchitectures
(CAHNs) at different temperatures in a nitrogen atmosphere. Compared to the Fe2O3 CAHNs, the saturated magnetization of
the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs is enhanced over 10 times, while the As(V) removal capacity is maintained 74% and reaches
101.4 mg·g−1. Both of the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 CHNs can be separated simply and rapidly from treated water by
magnetic separation after As(V) adsorption treatment. The As(V) adsorption process of the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs obeys
well the Freundlich isotherm model rather than the Langmuir one, suggesting that a multilayered adsorption occurs on the
surface of the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs. Taking advantages of the high adsorption capacity, fast adsorption rate and quick magnetic
separation from treated water, the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs developed in the present study is expected to be an efficient magnetic
adsorbent for As(V) removal from aqueous solutions.
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■ INTRODUCTION

Arsenic pollution in water has attracted worldwide attention
because of its high toxicological effects on human body.1−3 To
eliminate arsenic pollutants from drinking water, numerous
technologies, such as oxidation,4,5 coagulation,6 adsorption,7,8

ion-exchange, and reverse osmosis,9 have been developed.
Among them, adsorption has obviously advantages such as
better performance, easy operation, and lower cost.3

As an ideal adsorbent for the removal of toxic ions in water,
magnetic adsorbents may exhibit quick and effective magnetic
separation from treated water. This unique property can
overcome some of the issues present in filtration, centrifugation
or gravitational separation, and save energy.10,11 However,
magnetic maghemite (γ-Fe2O3) and magnetite (Fe3O4) nano-
particles with size about 3.8 and 12 nm, respectively, which
both show promising As(V) removal capacities,10,12,13 are
increasingly difficult to separate from water even under a high
magnetic field of 5000 Oe.10,14 This is because the magnetic
response of a magnetic adsorbent decreases undesirably in
water as its size decreases. Magnetic hierarchical nanostructures

(HNs), which are constructed by building blocks of nano-
particles,15 nanoplates16 or nanorods17,18 etc., not only exhibit a
high specific surface areas because of the abundant interparticle
spaces or intraparticle pores resulting from their complex
structure, but also are more easily separated because of their
larger size, weaker Brownian motion, and better magnetic
properties compared to nanosized powder adsorbents.14,19−21

However, the 3D flowerlike magnetic γ-Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 HNs
reported previously have relatively low surface area and only
show adsorptive capacities for As(V) as low as 4.75 and 4.65
mg·g−1 at pH 4, respectively.22

By combining the high surface area of amorphous Fe2O3 and
fine magnetic property of γ-Fe2O3, we have successfully
developed a magnetic adsorbent of Fe2O3 chestnutlike
amorphous core/γ-phase shell hierarchical nanoarchitectures
(CAHNs) for As(V) removal, which showed an extraordinary

Received: May 10, 2012
Accepted: July 13, 2012
Published: July 13, 2012

Research Article

www.acsami.org

© 2012 American Chemical Society 3987 dx.doi.org/10.1021/am300814q | ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 2012, 4, 3987−3993

www.acsami.org


As(V) removal capability (137.5 mg·g−1).23 Because of the
existence of amorphous Fe2O3 core, however, the Fe2O3
CAHNs show a low saturation magnetization (Ms) (2.1
emu·g−1 at 10 kOe). This severely limits the sensitivity to the
applied magnetic field and magnetic separation rate.
To significantly enhance the Ms of the CAHNs, we have

fabricated strong magnetic γ-Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 chestnutlike
hierarchical nanostructures (CHNs) by simply annealing the
Fe2O3 CAHNs at different temperatures under nitrogen
atmospheres. The resultant γ-Fe2O3 CHNs exhibit a high
As(V) removal capability and rapid magnetic separation.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Preparation of γ-Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 CHNs. The Fe2O3 CAHNs,

denoted as the precursor, were first prepared through a solvothermal
reaction which was reported elsewhere.23 Briefly, 80 mL of N,N-
dimethyllformamide (DMF) solution contained 0.24 mmol
SnCl2·2H2O and 0.5 mL Fe(CO)5 was transferred into a 100 mL
Teflon-lined stainless steel autoclave, and then sealed and maintained
at 200 °C for 8 h. After being cooled to room temperature, the brown
product was isolated by centrifugation, repeatedly washed with
absolute ethanol several times and dried in vacuum at 40 °C for 8
h, and then the precursors of Fe2O3 CAHNs were obtained. To obtain
γ-Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 CHNs, the Fe2O3 CAHNs were annealed at 300
and 500 °C under protection of N2 for 4 h, respectively.
Characterization. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) images

were obtained using a Hitachi S-4800 (Japan) field-emission scanning
electron microscope. The X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns of the
Fe2O3 CAHNs and the γ-Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 CHNs were obtained by
using Rigaku D/Max-RB diffractometer at a voltage of 40 kV and a
current of 200 mA with Cu−Kα radiation (λ = 0.15406 nm). The
scanning rate is 4°·min−1 and scanning step is 0.02° in the 2θ range of
15 to 80°. A micro-Raman study was performed on the Reinshaw
inVia (Britain) laser confocal Raman microscope at room temperature
under the excitation of 514.5 nm wavelength of an Ar+ laser. The laser
power was limited to 0.5 mW to avoid possible phase transition during
the laser irradiation. Magnetic measurements for the samples in the
powder form were carried out using a model 4HF vibrating sample
magnetometer (VSM, ADE Co. Ltd., USA) with a maximum magnetic
field of 10 kOe. The Brunauer−Emmett−Teller (BET) surface area of
the samples was analyzed by nitrogen adsorption on a Micromeritics
ASAP 2020 nitrogen adsorption apparatus (USA). All the samples
were degassed at 150 °C prior to nitrogen adsorption measurements.
The specific surface area was determined by a multipoint BET method
using the adsorption data in the relative pressure (P/P0) range of
0.05−0.25. Desorption isotherm was used to determine the pore size
distribution using the Barret−Joymer−Halender method. The nitro-
gen adsorption volume at the relative pressure (P/P0) of 0.970 was
used to determine the pore volume and porosity.
Adsorption of As (V) Experiments. For the adsorption kinetics

of As(V), solutions with As(V) concentrations of 6.96 mg·L−1 were
first prepared using Na3AsO4·12H2O as a source of As(V) and
adjusted pH = 4 with HCl or NaOH. Then, 0.02 g of the adsorbent
sample was added to 50 mL of the above solution under stirring. The
adsorbents were separated from the solution by magnetic separation
after a specified time, and inductively coupled plasma-atomic emission
spectroscopy (ICPAES, Perkin-Elmer Optima 4300DV) was used to
measure the arsenic concentration in the remaining solutions. The
equilibrium-sorption capacity (qe) was calculated from eq 1
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where C0 and Ce represent the concentration of As(V) before and after
removal process, respectively; V is the solution volume and m the
weight of the adsorbent.24 To obtain the adsorption isotherm, 0.01 g
of Fe2O3 CAHNs or γ-Fe2O3 CHNs was added into 25 mL of the
As(V) aqueous solution with C0 from 6.96, 12, 25, 50, 100, and 182.5
to 200 mg·L−1 and stirred for 3 h at room temperature (25.0 ± 1.0

°C), respectively. The solid and liquid phases were then magnetically
separated and the arsenic concentration in the remaining solutions was
measured by the ICPAES.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Figure 1A shows that the as-prepared Fe2O3 CAHNs have a
chestnutlike morphology and are nearly uniform with the

diameters of about 1.5 μm. The magnified SEM image of a
typical broken nanostructure is shown in Figure 1B, which
clearly indicates that the entire architecture consists of a solid
core and radially grown nanorods. The nanorods show a
smooth surface and sharp tip with about 20 nm in diameters
and 300 nm in lengths. The SAED pattern captured at the
spherical core and HRTEM images captured at the nanorod on
the surface of Fe2O3 CAHNs have confirmed that the Fe2O3
CAHNs have an amorphous core/γ-phase shell chestnutlike
hierarchical structure in our previous study.23

Figure 1C−F show that the samples obtained by respectively
calcining the Fe2O3 CAHNs at 300 and 500 °C both maintain
their original chestnutlike morphologies and diameters of the
precursors. To obtain the information of the internal structures,
we slightly pressed the products before SEM characterization.
The typical broken nanostructure of the product obtained at
300 °C is shown in Figure 1D, and that obtained at 500 °C is
shown in the inset of Figure 1E and Figure 1F. The products
show a clear core/shell nanostructure, in which the core is
comprised of nanoparticles and the shell consists of radially
grown nanorods. Close observation reveals that the interior
nanoparticles of the product obtained at 300 °C have an
average size of 12 nm, which is smaller than that of the product
obtained at 500 °C (20 nm). The nanorods on the surface of
the product obtained at 300 °C show uniform and smooth

Figure 1. SEM images of the Fe2O3 CAHNs (A, B), and the products
obtained by calcining the Fe2O3 CAHNs at 300 (C, D) and 500 °C (E,
F) under protection of N2 for 4 h, respectively. B, D, and F show the
SEM images of the corresponding cracked structures.
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surfaces, while those at 500 °C are highly melted with rougher
surfaces.
The XRD patterns of the Fe2O3 CAHNs and the products

obtained by calcining Fe2O3 CAHNs at 300 and 500 °C are
shown in Figure 2. The XRD pattern of the Fe2O3 CAHNs

(Figure 2A) has two broad peaks located at 35.6° and 62.9°
because of their unique amorphous core/γ-phase shell
nanostructures. After the Fe2O3 CAHNs are annealed at
elevated temperature under protection of N2 for 4 h, the
reddish brown product was obtained. Meanwhile, the broad
XRD peaks of the Fe2O3 CAHNs are transformed into sharp
ones after the calcination owing to the crystallization of the
Fe2O3 amorphous core. Figure 2B and C indicate that the
products obtained at 300 and 500 °C both have the similar
XRD patterns, in good agreement with the pure γ-Fe2O3 or
Fe3O4 (Maghemite, JCPDS No. 39-1346 or Magnetite, JCPDS
19-0629). Because the maghemite and magnetite have a similar
XRD pattern, Raman spectroscopy was carried out to confirm
the crystalline structure of the products obtained at elevated
temperatures after heavily grinding. Figure 3 shows that the
Raman spectrum of the products obtained at 300 °C is similar
to that of Fe2O3 CAHNs. The Raman peaks at 368, 496, and
700 cm−1 are observed, which are consistent with the Eg, T2g,
and A1 g modes of inverse spinel structure γ-Fe2O3.

25−27 This
indicates that the crystalline structure of the products obtained
at 300 °C is γ-Fe2O3. For the products obtained at 500 °C, the
Raman spectrum (Figure 3C) presents three bands at 297, 538,
and 662 cm−1. This further confirms that they are Fe3O4.

25

Figure 4 shows that there is 9.42 wt % of carbon presented in
the Fe2O3 CAHNs. Therefore, the formation of Fe3O4 can be
ascribed to the reducing ability of carbon during the heat
treatment.23

The room temperature magnetic hysteresis loops of the
Fe2O3 CAHNs, γ-Fe2O3, and Fe3O4 CHNs are shown in Figure
5. The nonlinear hysteresis loops with nonzero remnant
magnetization (Mr) and coercivity (Hc) show well pronounced
ferromagnetic properties of the various iron oxide chestnutlike
core/shell nanostructures. The Ms for the γ-Fe2O3, Fe3O4
CHNs is 22.1 and 69.97 emu·g−1, corresponding to about 10
and 30 times higher than that of the Fe2O3 CAHNs (2.1

emu·g−1), respectively. This implies that the relatively strong
magnetic response of the annealed CHNs to the external
magnetic field. The Ms for the as-prepared γ-Fe2O3 and Fe3O4
CHNs is lower than that of the corresponding bulk ones (80
emu·g−1 for γ-Fe2O3

28and 92 emu·g−1 for Fe3O4
29). A decrease

in Ms is usually observed in nanostructures and can be
attributed to the surface contribution: spin canting, surface

Figure 2. XRD patterns of the Fe2O3 CAHNs (A) and the products
obtained by calcining the Fe2O3 CAHNs at 300 (B) and 500 °C (C)
under protection of N2 for 4 h, respectively.

Figure 3. Raman spectra of the Fe2O3 CAHNs (A) and the products
obtained by calcining the Fe2O3 CAHNs at 300 (B) and 500 °C (C)
under protection of N2 for 4 h, respectively.

Figure 4. EDX analysis of the Fe2O3 CAHNs; the peaks of Al, Pt, and
Cl in the EDX pattern are caused by the signals generated from the
used Al substrate, the Pt coating during the SEM test, as well as the
adsorbed chloride ions existed in the reaction system, respectively.

Figure 5. Room temperature hysteresis loops for the Fe2O3 CAHNs,
γ-Fe2O3, and Fe3O4 CHNs, respectively.
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disorder, stoichiometric deviation, cation distribution and
adsorbed species.30,31 The inset of Figure 5 displays the
zoom region between −400 and 400 Oe to show the hysteresis
loops more clearly. It indicates that the Hc and Mr of the as-
obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs (26 Oe and 0.57 emu·g−1) are both
lower than those of Fe3O4 CHNs (176.7 Oe and 15.1 emu·g

−1).
To further investigate the influence of calcination temper-

ature (T) on the microstructure of the chestnutlike hierarchical
structures and evaluate its expected high surface area because of
the hierarchical and porous structure, we performed the analysis

of the Brunauer−Emmett−Teller specific surface area (SBET)
and corresponding nitrogen adsorption and desorption
isotherms. The SBET of the Fe2O3 CAHNs is 143.12 m2 g−1,
while that of the γ-Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 CHNs obtained at 300 and
500 °C is 96.44 and 14.90 m2g−1, respectively. This indicates
that T has a great negative influence on SBET. However, the SBET
of the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs is still bigger than that of the
hierarchically α-Fe2O3 hollow spheres (12.2 m2·g−1),32 and α-
Fe2O3 (40 m2·g−1), γ-Fe2O3 (56 m2·g−1), and Fe3O4 (34
m2·g−1) flowerlike nanostructures.22 The nitrogen adsorption

Figure 6. Nitrogen adsorption−desorption isotherms (A) and pore-size distribution curves (B) of the Fe2O3 CAHNs, γ-Fe2O3, and Fe3O4 CHNs,
respectively.

Figure 7. (A) Kinetics of As(V) adsorption on the Fe2O3 CAHNs, γ-Fe2O3, and Fe3O4 CHNs for a polluted solution with As(V) of 6.96 mg·L−1and
pH of 4. (B) Equilibrium isotherm data of As(V) adsorption on the Fe2O3 CAHNs and γ-Fe2O3 CHNs at pH = 4 and room temperature, as well as
the nonlinear isotherm analysis using both Langmuir and Freundlich adsorption equations; Magnetic separation of the Fe2O3 CAHNs (C), γ-Fe2O3
CHNs (D), and Fe3O4 CHNs (E) from the treated As(V) solutions by a magnet with a magnetic field intensity of 3350 G on the flat surface and
1130 G on the cylindrical surface.
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and desorption isotherms of the γ-Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 CHNs are
consistent with the characteristic of a type IV isotherm with a
type H3 hysteresis loop associated with slit-like pores, as shown
in Figure 6A. This indicates the presence of mesopores in the
size range 2−50 nm.33 In addition, the observed hysteresis loop
shifts to a higher relative pressure of P/P0 = 1, suggesting the
presence of macropores (>50 nm in size).34 These features
could be further confirmed by wide pores size distribution of
the samples (Figure 6B). The pore size distribution analysis
also shows a great influence of T on the microstructure. The
pore size distribution curve of the Fe2O3 CAHNs shows a sharp
peak in the range of 2−6 nm and a broad peak ranging from the
mesopore diameters of about 6 nm to the macropore diameters
of 100 nm. For the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs obtained at 300 °C, the pore
size is mainly located in the range of 6−100 nm, and the pores
of less than 6 nm in size drop dramatically. The pores of less
than 20 nm in size could not be observed in the Fe3O4 CHNs
obtained at 500 °C, which only show a broad peak at diameters
of 60 nm. The decreasing SBET and loss of small-size pores may
be associated with the collapse of mesopores under the high
temperature calcination.33

Because of the high SBET and good magnetic properties, the
as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs are promising for water treatment.
Figure 7A shows the kinetics of As(V) adsorption onto the
Fe2O3 CAHNs, γ-Fe2O3, and Fe3O4 CHNs. Similar to the
Fe2O3 CAHNs, the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs remove As(V) almost
completely in 30 min. However, the Fe3O4 CHNs remove only
35.4% of As(V) from the polluted water even at 180 min. The
As(V) removal capacity of the Fe3O4 CHNs herein is calculated
to be 6.07 mg·g−1 (Ce = 4.52 mg·L−1), which is lower than that
of most of the other magnetic adsorbents shown in Table 1.
The low As(V) adsorption rate and capacity on the Fe3O4
CHNs can be ascribed to the low SBET of 14.90 m2·g−1.

To evaluate the As(V) adsorption capacity of the as-obtained
γ-Fe2O3 CHNs, the adsorption isotherm was conducted, as
shown as dots in Figure 7B. The amount of As(V) adsorbed on
the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs at equilibrium (qe) increases
with increasing Ce, and is not saturated even when Ce = 152
mg·L−1. The maximal As(V) removal capacity (Qm) is as high
as 101.4 mg·g−1 within our experimental range (Figure 7B).
This value is higher than that of the other magnetic adsorbents
shown in Table 1 but slightly lower than that of the Fe2O3
CAHNs. Furthermore, compared to the conventional non-
magnetic adsorbents, the as-prepared γ-Fe2O3 CHNs also show
a superior As(V) adsorption capacity. For instance, Qm of the
activated alumina is 9.20 at pH = 7,35 while that of the activated

carbon with different carbon type and ash content were 2.4−4.9
mg·g−1 at pH = 5.36 For TiO2 nanoparticles, Qm = 37.5 mg·g−1

at pH = 7.37 Generally, the large SBET is mainly responsible for
the strong adsorption behavior of metal oxides. Table 1 shows
that MnFe2O4, Fe3O4 and maghemite nanoparticles exhibit a
much lower Qm than the as-prepared γ-Fe2O3 CHNs even
though they both have a similar or higher SBET than the
latter.12,13,38 This reasonably suggests that the high SBET is not
the only criterion for the strong As(V) adsorption capacities,
which are sometimes intensively influenced by the surface
quality or surface property. In our protocol, the as-obtained γ-
Fe2O3 CHNs obviously have numerous nanoparticles in core
and nanorods in shell, which form a heterogeneous surface.
This possibly results in a multilayer As(V) adsorption behavior
and consequently a superior adsorption capacity. But the
nanoparticles of MnFe2O4 and maghemite have only a
homogeneous surface, which usually shows a monolayer
adsorption behavior of the Langmuir isotherm model.12,13,38

Thus they show a weaker adsorption capability for As(V) than
the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs even though they have a similar
or higher SBET compared to the as-prepared γ-Fe2O3 CHNs.

39

To further understand the adsorption mechanism of the as-
prepared γ-Fe2O3 CHNs as an adsorbent, both the Langmuir
adsorption model and the Freundlich adsorption model41 were
employed to fit the experimental data, as shown in Figure 7B.
The detailed Langmuir and Freundlich isotherm parameters are
summarized in Table 2. The experimental data fit well to the

Freundlich adsorption model rather than the Langmuir
adsorption model. The regression coefficient (R2) for the
Freundlich adsorption model is 0.991, higher than that of
Langmuir adsorption model (0.775). This suggests that the
As(V) adsorption behavior of the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs can be
regarded as a multilayer adsorption process, and the Langmuir
adsorption model is not suitable for describing it. This is
because the Langmuir isotherm model assumes that homoge-
neous surfaces, in which all sites are energetically equivalent,
adsorb adsorbates only in a monolayer way and that there is no
interaction between the adsorbed molecules. In contrast, the
Freundlich isotherm model is an empirical equation based on
the multilayer adsorption on heterogeneous surfaces. The
stronger binding sites are first occupied by the adsorbates. The
binding strength decreases gradually with increasing the
occupied sites.41 Since the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs consist
of numerous nanoparticles in core and nanorods in shell, it is
imaginable that they have heterogeneous surfaces. Specifically,
the surface properties differ from the various nanoparticles of
the interior core because of their different exposed lattice
surfaces, as well as those between the γ-Fe2O3 nanoparticles
and nanorods. Thus, the surface heterogeneities of the γ-Fe2O3

Table 1. BET Specific Surface Area and the Maximal As(V)
Adsorption Capacity (Qm) of the As-Obtained Samples and
Other Magnetic Adsorbents

adsorbents
SBET

(m2·g−1) Qm (mg·g−1) pH ref

γ-Fe2O3 CHNs 96.44 101.4 4 this study
Fe3O4 CHNs 14.90 6.07a 4 this study
Fe2O3 CAHNs 143 137.5 4 23
γ-Fe2O3 nanoparticles 203 50 3 12
γ-Fe2O3 flowers 56 4.75 4 22
Fe3O4 nanoparticles 98.8 46.7 8 13
MnFe2O4 nanoparticles 138 90.4 3 38
Fe3O4/BN 218.6 32.18 6.9 40
aData from kinetic study.

Table 2. Related Parameters of Both the Langmuir and
Freundlich Isotherm Models for As(V) Equilibrium
Adsorption on the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs at pH = 4 and Room
Temperature

isotherm equation different parameters estimated parameters

Freundlich model R2 0.991
qe = KFCe

(1/n) KF 31.54
n 4.39

Langmuir model R2 0.775
qe = (qmbCe)/(1 + bCe) qm (mg·g−1) 96.80

b (mg·L−1) 0.14

ACS Applied Materials & Interfaces Research Article

dx.doi.org/10.1021/am300814q | ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 2012, 4, 3987−39933991



CHNs lead to different affinities to As(V) at different sites.
Consequently, the As(V) adsorption behavior of the γ-Fe2O3

CHNs obeys the Freundlich adsorption model well. This
further confirms the assumption that multilayered adsorption
occurs in the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs.
The equilibrium isotherm data of As(V) adsorption on the

Fe2O3 CAHNs and the corresponding Langmuir and
Freundlich fitting curves are also shown in Figure 7B, indicating
the adsorption of As(V) on Fe2O3 CAHNs also obeys the
Freundlich adsorption model well. Hence, the lower As(V)
adsorption capacity of the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs (101.4
mg·g−1) comparing to that of the Fe2O3 CAHNs (137.5
mg·g−1) can be mainly ascribed to the decreasing SBET in the
calcination (SBET = 143 m2·g−1 for the Fe2O3 CAHNs, while
SBET = 96.44 m2·g−1 for the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs).
The Freundlich sorption coefficient (KF) is 31.54 (mg·g−1)-

(L·mg−1)1/n for the As(V) adsorption on the as-obtained γ-
Fe2O3 CHNs, which is much higher than that of granular ferric
hydroxide (4.45),42 nanocrystalline TiO2 (0.5−0.75),43 iron
coated pottery granules (3.6),44 and tea fungal biomass
(10.26).45 This indicates the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs has
a larger overall capacity.46 However, KF for the As(V)
adsorption on the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs is lower than
that of the Fe2O3 CAHNs (46.86),

23 indicating the as-obtained
γ-Fe2O3 CHNs have a lower As(V) adsorption overall capacity.
0.1 < 1/n ≤ 0.5 represents the easy adsorption, and 0.5 < 1/n ≤
1 represents the somewhat difficult adsorption; and 1/n > 1
represents the quite difficult adsorption.47 For the removal of
As(V) from polluted water by the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs, 1/n = 0.228.
This indicates that As(V) ions are easily adsorbed on the as-
obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs.
Thanks to the fine magnetic properties, the as-obtained γ-

Fe2O3 CHNs can be conveniently separated from the As(V)
solution in 30 s by a magnet, as shown in Figure 7D, which is
quicker even with a lower magnetic field than the magnetic
separation of the Fe2O3 CAHNs (60 s, Figure 7C). The quicker
magnetic separation of the as-obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs is
attributed to their enhanced Ms because the weak ferromagnetic
amorphous core of the Fe2O3 CAHNs are crystallized into the
strong ferromagnetic maghemite by a subsequent heat
treatment. Figure 7E shows that the as-obtained Fe3O4

CHNs can also be conveniently separated from the As(V)
solution in 30 s after the treatment is completed.

■ CONCLUSION

In summery, we have successfully prepared strong magnetic γ-
Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 chestnutlike hierarchical nanostructures
(CHNs) by annealing the Fe2O3 chestnut-like amorphous
core/γ-phase shell hierarchical nanoarchitectures (CAHNs) at
elevated temperatures under a nitrogen atmosphere. The as-
obtained γ-Fe2O3 CHNs have an extraordinary high As(V)
removal capacity of 101.4 mg·g−1. The As(V) adsorption
process obeys well the Freundlich isotherm model rather than
the Langmuir one, suggesting the occurrence of a multilayered
adsorption on the surface of the γ-Fe2O3 CHNs. Taking
advantages of the high adsorption capacity, rapid adsorption
rate and quick magnetic separation from the treated water, the
γ-Fe2O3 CHNs developed in present study can be regarded as
an ideal magnetic adsorbent for As(V) removal from aqueous
solutions.
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